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FACT SHEET 
Galax   

 (Galax urceolata)  
 

 

Common Name: Galax, Bettleweed  
 

Plant: Rhizomatous perennial with evergreen 
orbicular basal leaves.  
 

Flowers: Terminal raceme with small white 5-
merous flowers, blooms mid-May - early July.  
 

Global Range: Centered in Southern 
Appalachians occurring in SC, Ga, Ala, east 
Tenn., N.C., east Ky, Va, WV, and Md.  
 

NC Range: Primarily occurring in the Mountains, 
scattered in the Piedmont and Coastal Plain.  
 

Habitat: Widespread from dry to moist habitats, 
varying from closed canopies with dense heath 
layers to open communities such as rock outcrops.  
 

Galax Bed Density: Patches highly variable 
covering 50-60 percent across 20 acres to less 
than 10 percent cover across 1-2 acres. Leaf 
density varying from 200,000 - 1,100,000 leaves/acre.  
 

Harvest: Collected as floral green since early 1900s with significant harvest increase in the 
1990s. Harvest estimated at 0.5-2 billion leaves, primarily occurring on the Blue Ridge 
Escarpment. Leaves greater than 3-inch diameter harvested, and harvest may not occur on 

National Forest Land from April 15 - June 15. Harvest occurring on Appalachian, 
Grandfather, Pisgah, and Nantahala Ranger Districts. About 99 percent of all harvest in the 
nation occurs in NC.  
 

Harvest Revenue: Annual estimates from $10-25 million; harvesters receive from 2-3¢/leaf.  
 
National Forests in NC Permit Cost: $ 0.35/Lb. Permit Minimum Quantities: Dependent on 
permit length; 15 day permit 100 lbs. 30 day permit 200 lbs.  
 

Harvest is prohibited April 15 - June 15 (but permitted other times during the year). 
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For More Information:   

For more information about the national forests in North Carolina, visit www.fs.usda.gov/nfsnc.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 

Dept. of Agriculture bars discrimination national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 

status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal or because all or a part of an 

individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 

with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 

(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


